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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount 

Kisco held on Monday, May 1, 2017 at 7:30 pm in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, 

Village Hall, and 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

Present:   Mayor J. Michael Cindrich 

    Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

    Trustee Jean Farber 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer 

 

Also Present:   Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Regular Village Board Meeting 

 

Mayor Cindrich opened the Village Board meeting and led everyone in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Mayor Cindrich asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment 

for that we may reflect on why we are here and ask that you keep in your prayers all of 

the men and women that are serving our Country as we start the month of May, the 

Memorial Day month and think about all the trouble we may be facing under this new 

government in Washington D.C. 

 

Hotel Occupancy Tax – Public Hearing Continued 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated at the last meeting that we had a public hearing opened 

on the issue of proposing a hotel occupancy tax.  At that time I noticed the proper 

publications were filed for the public hearing, so this is a continuation of that meeting.  

Is there anyone here that would like to speak to the Hotel Occupancy Tax. 

 

Mr. Roedel stated, my name is Fred Roedel, I’m the Chief Financial Officer for 

Roedel Companies, we own and operate the Holiday Inn here in Town.  A couple quick 

thoughts, I appreciate the time, and we’re going to ask you to reconsider this potential 

tax based on three things I’d like to bring up.  First, we’re a highly competitive business 

and while $3 per hundred, may seem like a great deal, there is a great deal of 

headwind with which we’d have to deal.  There’s a saying in the hotel business, the 

good news is we get to rent rooms every day, the bad news is we have to rent them 

every day.  We deal with competition in Danbury along with Armonk, White Plains, and 

Tarrytown and there’s a great deal of price sensitivity in today’s world.  It’s a different 

world today than it was 50 years ago, a significant amount of rooms are done online, 

people check a room online, they find a room for a hundred bucks, they get the click 

out button and all of a sudden now they’ll be paying $13.37 on top of that hundred 

dollars and decisions are made at that point, so people click out.  So I’d ask you to 

reconsider from a competition point of view.  I am a little concerned that we’re the only 

payer in Town as far as we know, we understand it, we’re currently finishing the Hotel 

Saranac, it is a historic hotel in Franklin County, New York.  Franklin County imposed a 

3% or 4% bed tax, but it had a very specific use, it was to be used for marketing 

Franklin County and the Adirondacks for the purposes of driving more business in 

Franklin County.  We don’t have any issue paying our fair share as we’ve owned that 

property since 2013 and invested a great deal of money certainly to make it a better 

property.  Hopefully the hotel today is something that the Village is proud of as we’re 

certainly proud of the hotel.   We will continue to make improvements and we’ll 

continue to own and operate that hotel.  We just think in the overall scheme of things, 

when we’re looking at a hotel that generates approximately $4 to $5 million dollars, 

there might be another fairer way to generate that $150,000 a year, than just putting it 

onto one party.  That is why I came down today to ask you to reconsider on those 

points as we move forward.  Once again, I appreciate your time and consideration. 

 

Mayor Cindrich requested that Mr. Roedel give his information to the Village 

Manager. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated that the Finance Committee was taking a look at 

this as well, so maybe we could invite you, if you’re open to it, we could invite you to a 

Finance Committee meeting. 

 

Mr. Roedel stated we’re happy to be a part of the community and we’re happy to 

be part of the solution. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated that the Finance Committee was looking at it 

because there were different views, obviously pro and con, but also looking at options 

at investment in the business area. 
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Mayor Cindrich asked if they owned other properties in Westchester County.  Mr. Roedel 

replied not in Westchester. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated well, this was offered to us by the State Legislator that 

represents the Village, and it’s something that the Village of Mount Kisco doesn’t want 

to be at a disadvantage with all the other municipalities that already have this tax.  

Maybe there’s another way we can discuss how to move forward and I’d like that 

opportunity. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated glad you’re here. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated alright, great, thank you.  Anyone else this evening? 

 

Ms. Picinich stated my name is Gina Picinich and I’m a resident here in Mount 

Kisco and I just wanted to speak to this as well because I’ve been following this along.  

I just wanted to reinforce the fact that, again you’re well aware, that it’s just one single 

business that would be picking this up and so that’s a real disadvantage to them again, 

with competition in the community.  If there is a decision to move forward with this 

legislation I’d like to request that you consider not just putting this money in the 

General Fund, but rather using this money in a way that could positively impact this 

business and others in the community.  Perhaps the funds raised can be used for 

promotion, marketing of Mount Kisco, perhaps even for incentives for other businesses 

to come into Mount Kisco.  So I just ask again to consider the fact, and I know you’re 

already aware, that you’re penalizing one business in order to gain this revenue.  

However, if you choose to implement this tax, use it in a way that can positively impact 

that business in Mount Kisco. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated that’s what I just said, that we would consider using the 

funds raised for economic development. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated okay, thank you Gina. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated anyone else this evening? If not… 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated if nobody else has anything to say, I would just like to 

add that as you know, I have said both publicly and at work sessions repeatedly that I 

think it would be unfair to impose a tax that only effects one entity, that just doesn’t 

seem right to me and that is one reason that I will vote against this.  The competition is 

clearly an issue, we just don’t know how severe it is because obviously people will 

select their hotel not only on the price, but also on where they actually want to be.  

There is no doubt that fundamental microeconomics tells us that the cost will be shared 

between the hotel and the customers, so there is a disadvantage there.  And as 

somebody who has been at the Holiday Inn frequently, I know they’ve made 

tremendous renovations recently, its really been modernized, looks terrific, and I 

personally hope its very successful.  That’s all I want say, thank you. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated I would just add that, I think we should take a 

balanced approach to this issue.  I know that some of the neighboring communities that 

do have hotels have imposed this levy.  I know it sunsets at some point in time and I 

also know that we don’t have to impose 3%, we can impose less, and it is my 

understanding that if we pass this, we don’t necessarily have to implement the tax.  I 

also understand the option of putting it into economic development that would enhance 

the Village and entice people to come to the Holiday Inn.  I would like to look at the 

pros and cons of this legislation, and keep an open mind as I listen to the Finance 

Committee.  I will make my final decision to pass it or not. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated originally when this was brought up, we were hoping to 

get a report from our Finance Committee and benefit from their wisdom.  I also truly 

appreciate the investment that Holiday Inn has made in the community. It’s been a 

wonderful renovation, I was there yesterday and it truly looks wonderful.  So I think we 

want to encourage our good neighbor to continue to do well.  My personal feeling is that 

we defer acting on this until we have more information, until maybe the Finance 

Committee has had an opportunity to talk and make a recommendation. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated we’re having out next Finance Committee meeting 

on the 11th at 7:00 o’clock here at Village Hall. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I think we also need to determine what the other 

municipalities that we’re in competition with are doing on this issue and we also have to 

look at when the sunset clause is invoked.  Certainly, we realize the intensity of the 

issue since you’re the only game in Town.  You’re competition is important to 
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understand as we want to be competitive and we are looking at economic development 

to possibly bring more rooms to the market for you, so its something that we have to 

consider. 

 

Trustee Farber stated I think it’s a win-win, that money should directly go into 

helping you have more business.  I was also at an event yesterday at the Holiday Inn 

and certainly was very impressed with the amount of money that’s gone into the 

renovation, it definitely shows and its very much a part of our community, so we never 

want to hurt that.  I think we all, as the other Trustees have said, that whatever the 

percentage of the tax, it should go right back into a fund to help our community grow 

better. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated okay, is there a motion to close the public hearing and 

leave it open until May 15th for written comment only. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated and any recommendation from the Finance 

Committee. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated before we act on it, I would like to sit with you (referring 

to Mr. Roedel of the Roedel Company) or somebody else in the corporation.  Thank you. 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Trustee Schleimer to close 

the public hearing and accept written comment and correspondence by the Finance 

Committee until May 15, 2017. 

 

    Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

 

1) Communication: 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated this letter is addressed to myself and the Board of 

Trustees and its signed by a member of the Board of Trustees.  The Mount Kisco Arts 

Counsel is planning its first ever art show on Saturday June 17th from 4pm to 10pm, we 

are calling it the Grab and Go Summer Art and Music Festival.  We will be offering 

affordable and original artwork for sale by local artists, food, music, and more and 

admission is free.  We would like your permission to use the area behind Village Hall for 

the afternoon and evening event.  We are requesting free parking in the Blackeby Lot 

beginning at 4pm on the day of the festival and we would also like to free up all spaces 

in the employee parking lot behind Village Hall beginning at noon to set up tents for the 

artwork.  Our purpose and mission for the Arts Council is to bring local artists and our 

community together in a fun and relaxed environment.  Very Truly Yours, Jean Farber, 

Committee Member of the Arts Council.  Is there a motion? 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Schleimer and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus 

to utilize the area behind Village Hall, allow free parking in the Blackeby Parking Lot as 

requested, and to allow event setup beginning at noon in the Village Hall Parking Lot. 

 

    Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

 

2) Petitions: None 

 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None 

 

 

4) Village Manger’s Reports: 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated okay, the Manager’s report. 

 

a. Village Offices Closed for Annual Records Retention Clean-up Day. 
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Village Manager Brancati stated thank you Mayor.  A number of items, we first 

wanted to note that the Library and all Village Offices at Village Hall, the Justice Court, 

and Police Clerk, will be closed all day Tuesday, May 9th for Records Retention day, so 

please take note. 

 

b. Water and Sewer Bills have been mailed 

Village Manager Brancati stated we also wanted to let everybody know that the 

Water and Sewer bills have been mailed out, payment is due by Wednesday, May 31st.  

If you have any questions, please call (914) 864-0029, if you want to sign up for easy 

pay, automatic debit on all future water and sewer bills, please visit our website at 

www.mountkisco.org, and click on the Water and Sewer Department tab.  Future Water 

and Sewer bills will be issued quarterly pursuant to the schedule, these will be going 

out tomorrow May 1st and again on August 1st, and November 1st. 

 

c. Storage Building and garage Alterations DPW contract 2017-02 

Village Manager Brancati stated we also wanted to let everyone know that bids 

are going out for the Storage Building, Additions, and Alterations to our DPW Garage.  

The notice has been put in the paper, and the bids, plans, and specifications will be 

available for anybody interested in bidding on the project, this Wednesday, May 3rd at 

10 am.  We will require a payment of certified check or money order in the amount of 

$30 to obtain the set of plans and bid package, and all responses will be due back by 

Wednesday May 31st when we will open and tabulate the bids at 10am that day.  One 

other item I wanted to mention Mayor, in following up on a previous discussion, Deputy 

Mayor Markus and the Board has asked if we could look into acquiring a portable speed 

sign to help monitor and regulate speed on Grove Street and other streets throughout 

the community.  As a result, Joe Luppino (head of DPW) and I, found a very good 

solution at a reasonable cost that is solar powered, so we won’t have to hard wire the 

sign.  The sign is portable, and it provides all of the information that we would need, 

traffic counts, speed, a lot of great data that we can simply just download electronically.  

We think it’s a wise investment to help assist the County Police with speed enforcement 

on some of those streets where we have concerns such as Grove Street, Croton 

Avenue, Moore Avenue, and other certain streets throughout the Village, so we think its 

going to be a useful tool to help the Police Department and we are moving forward with 

that acquisition. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated Ed, when do you think? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated it’s probably going to take us a couple of weeks 

to get it in and then we’ll get it up and installed. I don’t want to advertise that we’re 

going to start enforcing in certain areas… 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated four weeks. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated can you tell me how it’s mounted? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated we would mount it to one of the existing 

telephone poles. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated and do we need permission from either ConEd or Verizon 

to do that? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated we’ll be okay. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated thank you Ed. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated there’s one issue I have with the storage building and the 

garage alternation at the DPW and I raised this issue previously.  If we’re going to do 

more with less, we need a site plan at the same time we are doing the addition and 

alterations to the garage.  We need a site plan so we can create a transfer station, not 

only for recycled material, but also for garbage.  We have to get this plan completed 

before we get too far down the road and before you come to us asking for money to 

buy new sanitation vehicles because that’s going to play into this as well as how we 

transport our refuse material to the City of Peekskill.  If we could make sure that we 

have somebody, possibly a site engineer do this work, I think it would be extremely 

important. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated we have drafted a couple of options for garbage 

and recycling transfer within the site.  We will continue to work to have a site plan 

completed and we’ll get that to you as soon as possible. 

 

 

http://www.mountkisco.org/
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5) Board Reports: 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated Trustee Schleimer. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated just a couple of quick announcements, the Mount Kisco 

Public Library is asking for artwork to be displayed in the community room, so for more 

information call the Library, 666-8041, all artists interested in showing their work must 

complete an art exhibition form, it will be up for an entire month.  It’s really an 

opportunity to get your artwork up there if you’ve never shown your work before.  I 

was actually considering doing it myself having never shown anything publicly in my 

life.  I wanted to remind seniors there’s the salute to seniors on Wednesday, May 3rd 

from 9:30 to 2:30, there’s entertainment, there are booths on every topic imaginable, 

great information available to seniors, and an opportunity to talk to people on different 

topics.  I’ve always enjoyed it as it has always been informative, and it’s at the 

Westchester County Center in White Plains.  The scam of the week, I received a phone 

call today, I guess I’m the primo senior because I seem to get all of these calls.  Today 

was “do you have Medicare, if you’re on Medicare, we know you’re on Medicare, do you 

have aches and pains, do you need a back brace or a knee brace, we will refer you to a 

medical provider,” it seems to me to be a scam.  All they wanted was more and more of 

your personal information, they were somehow going to connect with your doctor to get 

approval for this device, and whatever it might be and have Medicare cover it.  I have 

contacted David Buchwald’s office to see where we can follow up on this call, but it was 

so obvious that they were phishing to get your personal information.  They asked your 

birthday and things like that, I did keep the phone number, but there you have it.  The 

IRS is last week’s news and this week we have Medicare, so I just wanted to let you 

know because you may get that call and it probably is a phony call. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated Trustee Grunthal 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated thank you Mayor.  The Economic Development Council 

(EDC) met last week and it’s a very energetic group of people.  I’m happy to tell you 

that after the report I gave at the last meeting, the EDC is now focusing in on some 

specifics on that list.  The first is storefront facades, the issues of how attractive or 

unattractive they are, and what standards should be applied to facades.  The EDC 

wants to do a survey of storeowners or store proprietors to find out what their views 

are and then to follow that up with either incentives or encouragement for ideas for how 

to improve all the facades in the Village.  They’re also working on what I might only 

describe as an official social media presence as we have a few Facebook pages now, 

started by different groups in the Village.  The EDC is working on one official one page, 

we have a draft protocol for how this would be administered, what would be on it, how 

it would be controlled, how it would be monitored, and who would approve content.  

This social media plan is going to go to Ed Brancati fairly soon, and once we have his 

comments, the EDC will bring that plan to the whole Board.  Parking is always a 

discussion because of all the problems and challenges that it faces, some of the thinking 

is that it might be a good idea to have free parking on South Moger for limited periods 

of time, for 30 minutes or 60 minutes, so people could drop into Starbucks and any one 

of the other stores they wish to enter.  The EDC feels that it might be a lot more 

encouraging to people if we have free parking on that particular road, so that’s an issue 

that might be brought back to this Board at some point.  Also the EDC had a discussion 

on forming a task force for further development in Town and this is something that 

would run concurrently with the comprehensive development plan.  It seems that it 

might be useful to have a group of people who are dedicated to speaking with potential 

developers to find out what the possibilities are, as long as they’re compatible with the 

comprehensive development plan.  So those are some of the ideas going forward.  The 

other thing that happened, and I’m assuming that Jean would also report on this, the 

Conservation Advisory Council, together with the Tree Preservation Board, held a 

ceremony at Leonard Park on Saturday morning at 9 o’clock, planting a tree in memory 

of Stan Bernstein who was a great conservationist and a great defender of natural life in 

Mount Kisco.  The event was attended by a few dozen people, children at Mount Kisco 

Elementary School had drawn pictures of trees as they imagined them and some prizes 

were handed out to the kids, it was all a very happy affair and we have another tree 

growing in Leonard Park.  That’s all Mayor, thank you. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated thank you.  Trustee Farber. 

 

Trustee Farber stated and I am going to mention that in my report.  Despite a 

little bit of rain and mist, the Annual Little League Parade marched down Main Street to 

Leonard Park last Saturday, April 22nd.  This is always a favorite event as the kids, with 

their coaches, parents, and friends, celebrate opening day with great fanfare and fun.  

The Mount Kisco Fife and Drum Corp led the way, Mayor Cindrich threw out the opening 

ball, and the Lions Club provided a lot of great food and beverage.  Again, as Peter said, 
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Arbor Day was celebrated this past Saturday morning, April 29th in Leonard Park with a 

lovely and joyful celebration of our trees and our forest.  We met as Peter said, at 9 am 

next to Wallace Pond where a Sweet Gum tree was planted in memory of Stanley 

Bernstein, who again is a pioneering Mount Kisco conservationist and a member of 

many Boards right here in Mount Kisco.  Deputy Mayor Tony Markus did a great job 

presenting a proclamation from Mayor Cindrich.  Awards for the winning Earth Day 

posters were presented to the winner and runner-ups from Mount Kisco Elementary 

School, and seeing the kids and their parents was really sweet, we even met the 

Principal at Mount Kisco Elementary.  This event was organized by the Conservation 

Advisory Council and the Tree Preservation Board, thank you to many of the people who 

are in our audience now, Jim Gmelin, Ruth Moy, John Rhodes and many more for all the 

work that you do, it is extremely appreciated.  The Memorial Day Parade committee, 

met on Thursday, April 20th, flags will go out Saturday, May 20th, recognizing our 

Veterans.  A reminder that the parade again begins on May 30th at 7 pm, parade 

participants will line up at Lexington and Smith around 6:30 and march to the 

monument in Oakwood Cemetery for a short ceremony, we will then march back to 

Village Hall where the Moses Taylor Post 136 of the American Legion will lead us in a 

memorial tribute.  In case of rain, which does happen quite often on Memorial Day 

parades, we are going to move to the American Legion at 7pm for the full ceremony.  

The Mount Kisco Arts Council met Friday, April 28th and we have some great programs 

to offer.  This is really great, if you guys want to join us.  A day at the museum is being 

planned for Sunday, June 4th, when we’re going to board a chartered mini bus and go 

down to the Metropolitan Museum of Art with renowned artist and 30-year professor of 

art history, the extremely talented Alan Reingold will be our personal guide through the 

museum.  Transportation, museum tickets, and lunch in the member’s dining room will 

all be included in the ticket price.  Please check the Mount Kisco Arts Council website for 

purchasing tickets and to become a member.  The website is 

www.mountkiscoartscouncil.org and all the information will be on the site.  You can 

easily do a click and become a member, there’s a senior membership, a student 

membership, and also be privy to all the wonderful events that are being planned.  As 

Mayor Cindrich mentioned earlier, and thank you very much for approving it, we’re 

going to have a Grab and Go Arts Summer Show on Saturday, June 17th from 4pm to 

10pm and this is going to be so much fun, there’ll be music, food carts and lots of local 

art.  We’re asking each artist to provide at least one piece under $50, so we’re trying to 

keep the price much more affordable.  The atmosphere will be very relaxed, admission 

is free, and again for more information on this visit www.mountkiscoartscouncil.org.  

Last night, Sunday April 30th the Italian American Club held a spring dance celebrating 

the installation of officers, dinner was wonderful, and congratulations to Club President 

Filippo Simone, Secretary Elizabeth Vecchio, and the rest of the board, it was a very 

nice evening.  Finally, a reminder that the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce is 

celebrating the Citizen of the Year dinner, this Thursday evening May 4th, at the Mount 

Kisco Country Club.  The Chamber’s honoring Joan Stewart as the Citizen of the Year 

and the Mount Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry as Outstanding Organization of the Year and 

check the Chamber website for available tickets as it is almost sold out. 

 

Mrs. Picinich stated there are just a few more tickets, if you want them, you 

have to get them tomorrow. 

 

Trustee Farber stated it’s close to a sellout evening and Joan Stewart is having 

an amazing year this year being honored in so many different ways, she was also the 

Grand Marshall at the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade and her husband, Bill, is being 

honored all this year with fireman excitement, so lots going on in the Village.  Thank 

you. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated thank you.  Deputy Mayor Markus. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated thank you Mr. Mayor.  I want to echo Arbor Day, it 

was great to see the combination of dealing with environment and trees, and I think it 

was Ruth Moy and all the other members of the Tree Board that brought in the children.  

In addition, it was great having the Principal of Mount Kisco Elementary there, and 

having the kids get involved seeing the trees, planting them, understanding them, and 

creating a poster.   It really is important to establish that connection at a young age 

and I really commend them not only from the point of view of the environment, but also 

for bringing in the youth.  I think that was quite remarkable and it added a lot of energy 

to the celebration.  Ed, it was also stated to me by Jim Gmelin and others that we might 

to look at the way that DPW mows that area on the north side of Leonard Park where 

the trees are located. I know Jim can tell you better and will be talking to you about 

this, that maybe we ought to mow that area less frequently and do it in a manner that 

allows the trees to grow and prosper.  I suggest that you communicate with him and 

see what needs to be done because, generally, we do such a good job we want to take 

care of it.  The other is the finance committee, as we stated earlier, we’re going to meet 
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on May 11th to continue addressing the issue of capital improvements in the water fund, 

which are quite substantial, but we think we’re coming up with some advice to this 

Board on how we can handle these critical improvements.  We’ll also deal with the hotel 

tax as there are varying opinions among the finance committee members, and at this 

point I don’t know if we’ll have a recommendation or just different issues to be dealt 

with or different points of view that will apply.  Lastly, regarding economic development 

and downtown improvements, Ed, I think you said Jan did an assessment of 

improvements of the commercial area of Mount Kisco and we’ve set aside funds in the 

capital plan for streetscape improvements, do we have that information?  If you’ve 

already sent it to me, I apologize and if you could resend that to the Board maybe we 

can start looking at actually where we can get started.  I want to get moving on the 

work that the Village can do as soon as possible so we can help make sure that we’re 

making our Town as attractive as reasonably possible. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated we have set aside funds and our Planner, Jan 

Johannessen has completed an assessment and inventory of our downtown streetscape.  

At this point, I think it makes sense to bring Jan to a meeting with Board so we can 

review the report that he developed.  Every member of the Board received a hard copy 

about a month ago and the report is essentially an inventory of the square footage of 

concrete sidewalks, square footage of the brick pavers, the linear footage of curbing, 

the street trees, and where everything is located throughout the downtown so that we 

have defined the universe to be improved.  The area reviewed in the report includes all 

of Kirby Plaza, South Moger Avenue, Green Street, Main Street from Kirby Plaza to the 

Mount Kisco Diner, and Shopper’s Park.  Once the inventory and study are reviewed, 

then there are decisions that need to be made as far as what is to be installed, whether 

we install all concrete or all brick pavers, is it some combination, or do we install 

granite curbing. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated excuse me, you think we should have a work 

session or a public presentation? 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated I think we should have a work session first. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated so then let’s schedule that, I know we have a lot on 

our plate, but this is another high item of priority… 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated June 5th. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated okay. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated put it on for June 5th, let’s have Jan at the work 

session, which is open to the public, and we’ll get moving on these improvements.  I 

think that covers everything that I wanted to do.  I mentioned to you in my e-mail 

some things I wanted you to address, I’ll just leave that to the email and I appreciate 

you taking care of the sign for the speeding issue, collecting the data, and getting 

started.  Thank you Mr. Mayor. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated thank you.  Apparently there was a little disconnect with 

our public library staff and a young lady that came into the Village who wanted to teach 

a class for people to learn the Italian language, which is appropriate.  She indicated that 

she spoke to somebody at the library got some information that wasn’t completely 

accurate.  I brought this matter up at the last meeting and I was informed by the 

Library Director that any volunteer that wants to dedicate their time to use the library 

will be given the appropriate space, free of charge.  So beginning this week, I believe 

its Thursday, I hope we can put it on our website and send an e-mail blast as she will 

be offering a free class for both adults and children that would like to learn the Italian 

language.  I did meet her through the Italian American Club, and she’s very energetic, 

so I hope that works and if there’s anybody else that wants to volunteer time, whether 

it’s for instructional purposes, or assist with learning or reading, the library does offer 

the venue if space is available. 

 

Trustee Farber stated do you have a time on Thursday? 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated its 5 o’clock.  I’ll get Ed that information.  In addition, 

there’s a lot of Building Department issues going on and I’ve been meeting regularly 

with the Building Inspector to talk about different issues regarding violations.  I am also 

hopeful that we’re going to start generating some new construction in Town, but if you 

take a look at the Planning Board agendas, the Planning Board meetings have actually 

been cancelled a few times this year because there’s not activity in the community.  

Certainly, this is a concern of mine, it’s a concern for economic development, and it’s a 

concern for taxpayers considering that we’ve lost $12 million in rateables over the last 
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five or six years so we’re encouraging some form of development in the Village.  

Staying on that topic, I did meet with another developer who I’ve met with several 

times and I brought this up to the Village, in the interest of full disclosure.  There are 

developers out there and we’re actually behind other communities in looking at the 

rebuilding of the downtown.  The problem with all business districts today is that we 

don’t have people in the business district.  If you have stores and there are no people, 

the stores aren’t successful.  So what’s been happening to generate activity in 

downtown business districts that have a train station, is a new type of development 

referred to as transit oriented development, where you redevelop surface parking lots 

by build parking structures with residential units on top of the parking structures.  As I 

indicated previously, this would change the entire appearance of our business district 

and the Village is going to have to make a decision because Peter Grunthal sends me 

articles from the Wall Street Journal and the New York Times repeatedly about how 

retail is dying across this country.  We’re going to have to find a way to bring retail 

back and this is the latest phenomenon that’s occurring, obviously it’s going to take a 

rezoning of the business district, but it’s something that each and every resident has to 

be prepared for and whether we want to change the dynamics of our business district, 

so you’ll hear more about that as part of our Comprehensive Plan update.  As you 

know, I got complaints from AYSO soccer about the condition of the field at 333 North 

Bedford Road.  I understand that nothing was done this spring and now Village 

personnel want to put it off until the Fall.  At this point, I’m asking if coaches and some 

of the parents would like to do some of the work themselves, I’m suggesting that we 

get a couple loads of topsoil, furnish them with some grass seed and even some sod to 

make this area a little safer.  If there are any rocks on the field that are being pushed 

up by the frost, than we can have the Highway Department rid that field of the stones. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated Mayor, as you know the e-mail came to my 

attention last week.  Joe Luppino from DPW and I went out and met a couple of folks 

from AYSO out there Friday afternoon.  We did take a look at the field and it’s not a 

question of wanting to do it, we’re happy to do the work, but one of the issues is that 

they’re in the middle of their season and it won’t end until the middle of June.  We can 

take action at that point, but it will depend on the weather.  Since they’re currently 

playing on the field, it doesn’t make sense to try to plant seed while they’re playing on 

as it is going to be difficult to get grass to grow.  In June, if it stays cool enough then 

planting grass will be possible, but if it gets too hot it’s going to be real hard for us to 

plant grass, which would then mean we’d have to wait until the fall when the weather 

cooperates.  We can also take a look at doing some sodding as it seems to only be 

those areas right above the drainage that runs underneath the field where the problem 

exists. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated well I’d like to be assured that the fields are safe.  I’d like 

to do something, the parents are willing to do the work if we don’t have the time and I 

think we owe it to them.  In my opinion, some of this work should have been done as 

the weather broke back in March.  So let’s get something done up there and make that 

field presentable.  I’d also ask that you send to our Recreation Commission the 

agreement we have with Diamond Properties on that field and the restrictions that exist 

as far as being used for youth activities, including lacrosse. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated okay. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated there’s a rally scheduled for May 7th in the Village, in 

support of the immigrant population, and Ed I want to make sure that we are prepared 

as I’ve talked to three or four people regarding this event.  As I indicated at the last 

meeting, there’s not traffic control needed other than the north entrance and exit of 

Shopper’s Park as that’s the only place where they’re going to be crossing the street.  

The group is walking on the sidewalks going from Green Street to South Moger, around 

the corner, and ending at Village Hall.  The Police weren’t aware of this and I want to 

make sure the Police are aware of it, I don’t think we need any extra patrols, but what 

I’m going to suggest is that we have at least four barricades provided at the entrance 

and exit to Shopper’s Park to facilitate quick movement across that driveway.  There’s 

another event on the 13th, but I just want to make sure that anything that we act on, 

that it immediately goes to the police department so we can make sure it’s adequately 

covered. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated Mr. Mayor, I believe their congregating initially on the 

7th behind Modell’s so I think blocking off the parking lot on Green Street… 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated David Hertz came in today, we talked about the 

event, and because it’s a Saturday it’s going to be busy… 

 

Trustee Farber stated it’s actually Sunday. 
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Village Manager Brancati stated I’m sorry, Sunday, but since the group is 

congregating in such close proximity to the fire house, we talked about and I suggested 

that the people actually assemble on the grass closer to the new pedestrian bridge in 

Shopper’s Park rather than in the middle of the parking lot, which is less safe, before 

proceeding on the sidewalk out to Green Street.  David was amenable to that and it 

limits the disruption to traffic in the lot.  In addition, I was concerned in the event that 

a fire call comes in, responders responding to the fire house would be problematic so I 

think we’ve come up with a workable solution that doesn’t require us to close off the 

parking lot and provides a safe place to assemble. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated in that vein, on March 7th, I was talking to two or three of 

the organizers, I had indicated that to David Hertz when he approached me on this back 

in, I think it was the 17th of April, but I just want to read the message I wrote to a 

friend of ours, Rabbi Brusko, and I just want to read what I would have said if I had 

been in attendance.  My message is to those most vulnerable in our community, I 

believe it’s clear despite the irresponsible rhetoric coming out of Washington, nothing 

has changed as far as immigration policy here in the Village of Mount Kisco, nor has it 

changed in the County of Westchester.  Under the Bush and Obama Administrations, 

the Federal agents worked with no clearly defined directive as to violent criminals 

subject to deportation.  I don’t ever recall children or families being subjected to harsh 

immigration enforcement efforts here in our community.  I don’t see that policy 

changing and I have verified that by meeting with representatives of the Department of 

Corrections and policy makers of our professional Police Department.  As I discussed 

the issue of dealing with immigrants, the law abiding, and I want to be clear on this, 

the law abiding members of our community, have nothing to be fear.  Law enforcement, 

other members of the Mount Kisco community, and our government are dedicated to 

protecting the health, safety, and welfare of our entire community.  I’ve taken this 

message a number of times, to those assembled at Neighbors Link and to those in the 

streets of our Village, including Henry’s Deli and over on Kirby Plaza.  I have made it 

clear that the policy in Mount Kisco is one of tolerance and this Village is composed of 

kind and caring people.  I want to be clear on this and I don’t really care who it offends 

because inaction is irresponsible.  The failure of those representing this community and 

the entire country on a national level, members of both parties, they’ve demonstrated a 

pathetic pattern of a dysfunctional government.  Decades ago, issues such as the path 

to citizenship, education, clearly defined immigration policies should have been 

addressed and as I said before, inaction is not the answer.  Locally we are challenged 

here in this community, we’re challenged with criticism from our neighbors pertaining to 

our schools, locally we are challenged with gross inequities in our consolidated school 

district and that is a topic for another day, but I have indicated to the organizers, I 

hope what comes out of May 7th is a positive outcome, identifying solutions, as opposed 

to focusing on merely problems.  If you want to use any part of that, I will send it to 

you because I think that’s the message and in talking about the school district, we 

generally don’t get involved in the politics of the School Board.  I’m not endorsing 

anybody, but there is an important School Board election coming up on May 16th and if 

you care about this community and you care about the future of the Bedford Central 

School District, I ask you to brush up on the challenges we’re facing.  There’s a number 

of Fox Lane graduates in this room and I hope that you make a sincerely intelligent 

decision on how to support this community and the Bedford Central School District.  

Okay, Ed, a number of complaints and I have two or three issues, but I have to do this 

in public because people ask me and then they think nothings done and I’d like to 

address these issues.  Telephone poles, the poles that Verizon, Con Ed, and Cablevision 

remain on that should be taken down is just irresponsible of the utility companies.  The 

latest complaint I got is down by Fairways Drive on Route 128, where there was an 

accident, the pole is a little better now, they’re all over the Village, and I think we really 

have to become aggressive, writing letters to the Public Service Commission and 

getting rid of these unsightly poles.  I know it’s difficult, some of them have 

underground services that have to be transferred to the newer pole, sometimes it’s a 

disruption of business, but we really have to move on that issue as it is the overriding 

issue in the appearance of the Town, even right here in front of Village Hall. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated its Con Ed and the telephone companies? 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated its three of them, Con Ed, Verizon and Cablevision. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated the way the Public Service Commission handles 

it is, Con Ed came in and put in the new poles and moved their equipment over.  It’s 

the responsibility of the last one to move their equipment off of the pole that has the 

responsibility to actually remove the pole.  So, if Cablevision gets there first and 

Verizon is the last one, then Verizon has to take the pole out or vice versa. 
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Deputy Mayor Markus stated so they just assume, wait, or not. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated somebody has to go first and then somebody is 

going to get stuck having to remove it. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated silly system. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated I don’t disagree, but we will start to put 

pressure on the Public Service Commission to take action. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated people that are proud of their section of the Village want 

to see something done on this matter.  I have a request that I wish you could send, and 

I’ll send it myself, but I don’t want this to fall through the cracks.  Last year, for the 

first year, we have at least one police officer that was killed while on duty in the Village 

and it was the norm to remember that police officer on Memorial Day, along with the 

Veterans, so I hope we can get a flag put on his grave.  I believe it’s his brother who is 

here frequently, it’s Rosaforte, he was killed in a motorcycle accident up by Preston 

Way a number of years ago, before I was there.  I want to make sure there’s a flag on 

his grave each and every Memorial Day.  Is Rob Liebman here?  I have a request from 

Rob Liebman, asking this Village Board and I to sign onto the Mayors for 100% clean 

energy petition.  It’s a request of the Village to consider working towards the goal of 

100% clean energy in cities, villages, and towns across the country.  So the agreement 

reads, I believe that a transition to 100% clean energy is good for my community, it 

will make us stronger, healthier and more resilient.  It will create jobs and new business 

opportunities and will allow us to become a more equitable society where everyone has 

an opportunity in a thriving local economy.  Nearly 200 nations have agreed, for the 

first time in history, that the world must achieve 100% renewable energy by the end of 

the century.  The end of the century is a long way off obviously and I don’t think there’s 

anybody in this room that’s going to be here, but we should look out for the future of 

our next generations to come.  In the United States, action by local government is 

already a significant driver of renewable energy growth because cities, villages, and 

towns have taken steps to reduce carbon emissions, clean the air, strengthen the 

economy and improve lives.  Proven, positive, bipartisan, community driven solutions 

are possible and already happening in many communities.  I will continue to work with 

all stakeholders to transition away from dirty energy and implement local, affordable 

solutions like energy efficient, solar, wind, and pollution free electric transportation.  So 

at this time, I’d ask for a motion to complete this document and forward it to the 

sender which is MayorsforCleanEnergy@thesierraclub.org.  Is there a motion? 

 

A motion is made by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee Farber to 

send correspondence to the Mayors for 100% Clean Energy. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated Mayor, I am obviously going to vote in favor of this, but 

I think it’s very important that we don’t just pay lip service to these things, but we take 

actual physical steps here in Town to make this happen.  We’ve been talking about 

solar energy generated at the Department of Public Works, the old landfill, we should 

push ahead with that.  We are implementing LED lighting which of course is a good 

thing, we’ve done some other things that support this effort, and I will keep pushing for 

actual physical action that achieves results. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I agree wholeheartedly, the solar farm at the landfill 

seems to have become stagnant I also met with the contractors that did the work at 

Diamond Properties, which is one of the largest solar farms in the community, we have 

also, as a Board, had a conversation with an expert in the field, Doug Hertz, so its long 

overdue and you have your marching orders on that also, Mr. Brancati. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated the work has been finished so that we can 

establish the inter-connection with Con Ed and they are working on obtaining design 

approval from the NYS DEC for the installation so that we can move forward with 

development of a solar farm on the landfill.  The other point I would make, and they’re 

sitting right outside, are the two Nissan Leaf’s we purchased that came in on Friday.  

These two zero emission vehicles are out back in the lot and we will be installing 

charging stations shortly. 

     Motion Adopted 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Farber   -aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

mailto:MayorsforCleanEnergy@thesierraclub.org
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Mayor Cindrich stated I’m not sure who’s paying a private contractor, but they’re 

mowing Village property on Mountain Avenue. The contractor was Valvano, I didn’t 

converse with them, but I asked who was paying them.  They didn’t know who was 

paying them, so I think we should look into that. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated well maybe they’re not getting paid. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated or say thank you. 

 

 

6) Old Business: 

a. Resolution for adoption of the Budget for Fiscal Year June 1, 2017 through 

May 21, 2018 

A motion introduced by Trustee Grunthal and seconded the Deputy Mayor 

Markus for adoption of the June 1, 2017 through May 31, 2018. 

 

Trustee Grunthal read the following resolution into the record: 

 

Resolve that the preliminary budget for the fiscal year June 1, 2017 through May 

31, 2018 is further modified by the changes listed on the attached schedule and be it 

further 

 

Resolved that the preliminary budget is amended by the attached changes will 

constitute the adopted budget for the Village/Town of Mount for the fiscal year June 1, 

2017 through May 31, 2018, be it further 

 

Resolved that the financial year 2017/2018 adopted budget shall include the 

appropriation of $64,502 from the Village’s Debt Service Reserve and Designated Tax 

Stabilization fund, and $550,000 from the Police Reserve as authorized by Section 6-e 

of the General Municipal Law, and be it further 

 

Resolved, that the Board of Trustees shall levy a property tax of $14,623,025 

(tax rate of $98.9853 per $1,000 assessed valuation) on the applicable real property in 

the Village of Mount Kisco, and shall levy a special assessment property tax of $40,000 

on the applicable real property tax covered by such areas. 

 

The changes are basically revenue lessened by $26,000, expenses upped by 

$29,000 with some differences and adjustments in the transfers from the Debt Service 

Fund as mentioned here, the Tax Stabilization Fund and the General Fund Balance from 

which we are only taking $100,000 which is only going to be a small part of the surplus 

from the present financial year.  The $550,000 from the Police Reserve, is anticipating 

reduction in costs as a part of our police consolidation, our total savings will be far 

greater than that, but this amount is anticipated when we complete the annual “true-

up” between the County and ourselves.  That is my resolution Mayor. 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated the percentage increase in Village property 

taxes is .65%.  I would like to take this opportunity to give credit to the Mayor and the 

Board for their work on this budget.  The budget that was initially published showed 

.78% increase, the Assessor came in a little later and informed the Treasurer and I that 

we needed to take additional property off the roll, which then drove the increase up to 

.97%.  I think the Board worked very hard from the time of the presentation of the 

budget until now, to not only find offsets and reductions that could be made that would 

not only bring the increase back down, but even below where it was originally proposed 

so that the increase was reduced to a .65% increase.  Certainly a lot of credit to the 

Mayor and the Board for this accomplishment while also managing to accomplish some 

additional funding for the Library, so they can establish Sunday hours.  So I think 

there’s a lot of good changes here by the Board, and I think it’s also important to note 

that while there’s a slight increase, it is only due to the drop in the roll.  We’re not 

bringing in a dollar more than we did this year.  So the collection is still the same, but 

because of the drop in the roll there was a slight increase again in the tax rate. 

 

Trustee Farber stated and this is far under what we could have raised it, so… 

 

Village Manager Brancati stated well under, the carry over that we’re staying 

under the tax cap is about $423,000, which is a lot when you figure that it’s about 

$145,000 per 1 percent. 

 

Trustee Schleimer stated I just wanted to make a statement, perhaps the least 

financially educated of the group, but I’m concerned that we’re biting off more than we 

can chew and obligating ourselves for tremendous future expenditures  In one year 

we’re seeking to approve the construction or redevelopment of the Department of 
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Public Works storage building and garage for $2,250,000, renovation to the Police 

Department for $200,000, fire house renovations, which includes renovation to each of 

three existing firehouses, all in the same year, without exploring alternatives for 

$10,292,087, Village Hall improvements of $160,000, and a Master Plan for $250,000.  

There are grants for some of these, but for the most part there are not grant funds.  In 

addition, we must do the following improvements with respect to our water system, 

Byram Lake Road water main replacement $4,450,000, North Bedford Road water main 

replacement $12,500,000, and Mountain Avenue 12” main replacement for $2,250,000.  

While not all of it comes out of our current budget, and some are long term obligations, 

I just personally feel I need to spend more time evaluating the necessity of doing some 

of these projects the way they’ve been proposed and in the timeframe they’ve been 

proposed.  I think we owe it to the people of Mount Kisco to spend more time 

evaluating some of the more flexible options for these projects. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated I think having proposed this, let me just make a few 

comments.  This is a budget and we’re not going to spend all this money all next week, 

especially the $4.5 million on the Byram Lake Water Main, the $2,250,000 for Mountain 

Avenue Water line, or the $12,500,000 for the North Bedford Road water main, but 

they do add up to nearly $20 million.  Each of those lines is very old, at least one of 

them is more than a century old.  We really do need to replace them at some stage, or 

at least do something to them to make sure they last for another 50 or 100 years, so 

we are going to have to borrow over time something like $20 million for all of that, 

that’s our best estimate right now. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated and this is what the Finance Committee is talking 

about right now. 

 

Trustee Grunthal stated so these three are going to have to be… they will, as Mr. 

Markus has just said, and the funds come from the water fund.  The DPW garage, if 

anybody goes down there and looks at it, you’ll be horrified at the conditions under 

which the trucks and the other equipment are stored and the men have to work, it’s a 

disgrace.  That’s something, perhaps I could say we should we should have done 2, 3 or 

5 years ago.  We finally got bids out for the second time and we’re trying to do this 

right.  We also have to spend the money on the comprehensive plan that you just 

mentioned Karen of $250,000.  We’re trying to get $100,000 in grants for the 

Comprehensive Plan, and $100,000 or $150,000 is very little in relation to the value of 

this Village and where it goes in the future.  The comprehensive plan is something that 

we have to do and as time goes on we will have to replace our infrastructure, which will 

require borrowing because it’s not all going to come out of fund balance, and the 

principal and interest is going to have to be repaid over a period of time.  At the same 

time, many of our current loans are coming to the end of their payment terms, so as 

our debt service decreases, we will be able to take on some new debt service without 

any dramatic impact on taxes.  Overall, I think this budget does anticipate some of 

that, but we’ll vote on every one of these as they come up. 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus stated I just want to look at this.  The Finance Committee 

looked at this pretty thoroughly, we looked at the Capital Improvements and we 

provided a report to this Board.  As Trustee Grunthal said, we looked at the retirement 

of debt, so as debt retires and our debt service goes down we can then take on a 

combination of new debt as well as the use of our funds that were put into the capital 

reserve.  We looked at the priorities of the fire department and the DPW which is 

important because we have to make sure the vehicles we do purchase are adequately 

protected so that they don’t deteriorate too quickly.  The fire department, which is a 

volunteer organization, not a paid organization, needs to be current on all of the 

necessary requirements of a fire department.  In addition, the apparatus keeps getting 

larger and larger, they do an exceptional job and part of their budget is covered 

through contracts we have with our contiguous communities in order to provide fire 

services.  I think the Finance Committee looked at the Capital Fund thoroughly and a 

report was provided to this particular Board as to how this would be paid for, so the 

Treasurer, the Village Manager, myself, the other members of the Finance Committee, 

produced this full report that is open to the public to review how we’re going to pay for 

these improvements.  Similarly, we are currently reviewing the water fund and looking 

at how much money we have in Capital Reserves to deal with improvements at Byram 

Lake, and the mains that are 80 or 100 years that could cause a major problem if they 

were to fail.  We have to provide adequate services to our residents, particularly water 

as it is critical.  We have a certain amount of fund balance in the water fund.  We also 

have the debt that’s being retired for the water filtration plant in the next several years 

or at a certain point in time which will enable us to use that debt service through new 

debt issuances for those improvements and still keep water rates pretty even.  Quite 

frankly, Trustee Schleimer, I don’t believe we’re going to have a problem. This Village 

has solid Capital Reserves and I think we’ve been very prudent.  We have had a finance 
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policy that was initially put into effect by Trustee Grunthal way back when he put this 

into effect.  We don’t look at things from year to year, we look at things much 

differently from most politicians, we look five (5) and ten (10) years down the road and 

have established sound financial planning.  So quite frankly, I understand your concern, 

I understand what you’re bringing up, but I think the facts belie what you’re stating and 

I support this budget.  I will vote in favor of the budget. 

 

Trustee Farber stated again, I support this budget and I’m really pleased that it’s 

just a .65% increase and I want to thank Bob, Trish, Ed for all the unbelievable hard 

work that you guys have put forth, all the days, nights, and even weekends of drilling 

through these numbers; thank you very much. 

 

Mayor Cindrich stated I’d like to thank you both and during the work sessions, 

there are things in this budget that I don’t agree with, I’m addicted to the policy of do 

more with less, but it’s not going to prevent me from voting to approve this budget.  I 

would like to see ourselves ween off of the debt service reserve and the designated tax 

stabilization fund eventually as the economy continues to grow.  I’m hoping that our 

taxable rate ables will continue to grow and get back to where they were five (5) or six 

(6) years ago. We lost those rate ables because of the economy basically, where people 

challenge their tax assessments, and properties are being sold to not-for-profits.  So it’s 

very difficult when you take a building worth two or three million dollars off the tax rolls 

immediately and how do you rebuild that.  As the Manager said, we had close to two 

million dollars in tax foreclosures this year that came off the rolls.  I will say this, this 

isn’t going to last, our savings are going to last for a long, long time, providing we have 

conscientious people in charge of the Village, now the $550,000 from police reserves, 

we’re saving in the neighborhood of 1.3 million annually with our contract with the 

County Police, we’ve doubled the number of officers on the street, they’re community 

policing, they’ve developed a report with every facet of the community and we’ll 

continue to save that money as long as we have strong leadership and people within 

the County Police. People that have the ability to supervise and to make sure that 

money is being spent appropriately. The money we’re talking about in the police 

reserve, this is money that is additional savings based on the County’s original budget 

estimate that is part of the Village’s agreement with the County.  We are $550,000 

anticipated to the positive, to the benefit of the Village taxpayers as less money is being 

spent for policing than the County originally projected.  That is something that I am 

personally very proud of.  As far as the fire department issue, I don’t know how many 

meetings we’ve had with architects and engineers where both myself and the Village 

Manager have sat looking at the needs and request of our firefighters.  It is a big 

number, but the number that’s being discussed, approximately $10 million, I expect 

that our neighboring communities that depend on the volunteers, depend on this Village 

Board to help the fire department and the firefighters will be paying about 47% of 

anything that happens in the Village.  This will most likely go to a referendum like we 

did with the library.  I’m also proud that we’ve paid down a significant amount of debt 

over the last ten (10) years and increased our capital reserves to a point where we are 

currently.  We’ve had our bond rating increased at least three times, which gives the 

Village the ability to borrow money at a lower rate.  When I came on board as Mayor, 

we had a capital reserve of under $1 million and now it exceeds $12 million, but it’s not 

all money ready to be spent on frivolous things.  This money is important to have for a 

rainy day capital reserve, but it’s equally important to make sure that we’re spending 

money appropriately.  So with this budget, it’s going to be a challenge, the Treasurer 

and the Village Manager have their marching orders, as long as I’m here, it’s going to 

be do more with less, they’ve listened to me for too many years.  I’m sure they’re 

getting tired of it, but this is what we’re going to try to do and it’s an appropriate 

expenditure.  Now, as far as the Enterprise funds, specifically water, we’re definitely 

going to continue to work to never increase the water rates because the water rates are 

significantly higher they were before the Clinton Administration imposed the infiltration 

of all surface water; an unfunded mandate with no grants or funding.  Now in New York 

State, Governor Cuomo has basically set aside millions, if not billions for infrastructure 

improvements.  If we write appropriate grant applications, and we could be eligible for a 

significant amount of money to offset the needed improvements for the two main trunk 

lines that run out to Byram Lake and that’s something we’re working on.  We wrote 

letters that I signed to our representatives in Albany, Senator Terrance Murphy and 

Assemblyman David Buchwald, as late as this past Sunday, David Buchwald pledged his 

cooperation to make sure that Mount Kisco’s needs are addressed.  My conversations 

with Terrance Murphy, I think we’ll be okay, but sadly when we talk about the 

significant expense we went through with unfunded mandates of approximately $26 

million for the filtration plant, which the tax payers had to bear the entire expense for 

filtering surface water whereas ground water doesn’t have to be filtered, which is an 

anomaly in itself.  The Byram Lake Filtration Plant has a useful life and there will come 

a point in time when the equipment in that plant will have to be rebuilt, so this is part 

of what we’re doing in establishing reserve capital to make sure that isn’t a shock to the 
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taxpayer.  Again, I’m proud of the budget, I anticipate with the Highway Garage, some 

of our equipment will last at least five (5) maybe ten (10) years longer being properly 

maintained.  I anticipate that if we get a site plan and we can transfer garbage and 

recycling into 45 foot tractor trailers, that are made to go over the highway, instead of 

the packer trucks going back and forth to Peekskill, there will be considerable savings in 

that area.  That is why I’m pushing ad nauseam for this site plan down there so we can 

not only clean the yard up, but also provide a better working environment and a 

recycling center where community members will have the opportunity to take recycling 

and even debris down to the Village yard.  The other thing I’ve tried to impress upon 

the Conservation Advisory Board and the Village Manager, we spend a ridiculous 

amount of money disposing of leaves where the Highway Department has been very 

cooperative and for the past two (2) or three (3) years we haven’t spent 10 cents in 

overtime on leaf pick.  Where we do spend money is we pick the leaves up and we 

double handle them leaves, instead of composting, the leaves end up being dumped in 

the Village yard and then picked up and put in the dumpster and then the dumpster 

taken away at a significant cost each time.  It’s an antiquated system, we have to find a 

location where we can compost leaves and make it more productive.  So that’s my spiel 

on the budget, like I said, there’s a few items in here that I don’t agree with that I’ve 

made that known to the Board.  I’m going to hold everybody’s feet to the fire, so Mr. 

Brancati…  

     Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - nay 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Resolution to defer implementation of the March 13, 2017 resolution that 

authorizes an option for the purchase of 17.7 acres off 270 Kisco Avenue 

pending a public hearing on the matter. 

 

Mayor Cindrich asked in not executing this agreement, as the Mayor of this 

Village, do I have any liability? 

 

Whitney Singleton stated no. 

 

A motion is made by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

defer implementation of the March 13, 2017 resolution that authorizes an option for the 

purchase of 17.7 acres off 270 Kisco Avenue pending a public hearing on the matter. All 

aye. 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

Whitney Singleton stated I just want to make clear that this motion to defer the 

final vote and execution of the agreement is for a revised agreement, while there was 

an original agreement that your Board authorized, there were revisions made to it, I 

provided the Board with my comments on those revisions and it would be to the revised 

agreement, not the original. 

 

b. Resolution to hold a public hearing on the matter granting an option for the 

purchase of 17.7 acres off 270 Kisco Avenue to be held on May 15, 2017. 

A motion is made by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee Farber to hold a 

public hearing on the matter granting an option for the purchase of 17.7 acres off 270 

Kisco Avenue to be held on May 15, 2017. All aye. 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

c. Resolution declaring certain Village Property as Surplus Property. 

 

A Resolution of the Village Board of the Declaring Certain Village 

Property To be Surplus Property 
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Whereas, it has been determined that the Village has no further use of certain 

items(s): and 

Whereas, the Village Board may determine that these items are surplus 

property; and 

Whereas, the fair market value, if any, is determined for the surplus property 

and its disposal will be for the common benefit; and 

Whereas, at time of sale of surplus item(s), money, if any, will be allocated back 

to the appropriate department; and 

 

Whereas, the Village Manager or his designee will oversee the sale of these 

items(s) or other method of disposal. 

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the Village Board of the Village/Town of 

Mount Kisco, New York surpluses the following items(s): 

Chevrolet  2005   Small Dump Truck  1GBJK34U45E282333 

Sterling  2008  Large Dump Truck  2FZAATBS88AZ89041 

Elgin  2011  Street Sweeper  NP2348D 

Ford   2009  Ford Focus   1FAHP34NO8W154990 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus made a motion to adopt this resolution and his motion 

was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to declare certain Village Property as Surplus 

property. All aye. 

Motion Adopted 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

d. Resolution appointing Alex Smoller as Chairman of the Economic 

Development Council. 

A motion is made by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to 

appoint Alex Smoller as Chairman of the Economic Development Council. All aye. 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

 

e. Resolution to Amend the Village Fee Schedule. 

A motion was made by Mayor Cindrich and seconded by Trustee Farber to 

amend the Village fee schedule for parking to be set at .25 cents per half hour. All aye. 

Motion Adopted 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

 

f. Resolution to provide Capital Project Financing for the Branch Brook 

Improvements 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to increase Capital Fund appropriations by $154,000 for the Branch Brook 

improvements.  All ayes. 

    Motion Adopted 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

8) Bills: 

A motion was made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to pay 

bills dated April 28th. 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Farber   aye  

Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 
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9) Minutes: 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and seconded by Trustee 

Schleimer to approve the minutes of April 3, 2017. 

Motion Adopted 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   abstain 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and seconded by Trustee Farber to approve 

the minutes of April 17, 2017. 

Motion Adopted 

    Trustee Grunthal  - aye 

    Trustee Farber   aye 

    Trustee Schleimer  - aye 

    Deputy Mayor Markus - aye 

    Mayor Cindrich  - aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: None 

 

 

11) Public Comment: None 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Farber and seconded by Deputy Mayor Markus to 

adjourn the meeting. 

 

Mayor Cindrich asked all in favor.  The motion carried by a vote of 5 to 0. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       ________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 


